Palatability Interest Approach

Level: secondary

Title: What does palatable mean?

Students will find out from experience, that just like animals, we won't eat what doesn't taste good.

Objective: For students to learn what palatable means, and the importance of proper feed mixtures.

Equipment:  Baby food  get vegetables or anything that will not taste good as well as some fruit or ones that will taste good.  Plastic spoons  have enough that you can use a different one for each taste test for each student.  Plastic cups to put water in for them to drink.  

Blind folds so the students can't see what they will be eating. Clothe or paper towels.  Some brave students.  And just in case, a garbage can.

Procedure:

Set up chairs in front of classroom and have some students volunteer to sit up there for an experiment. Put the blindfolds over their eyes.  Have one or two other students help you serve the volunteers.  Everybody else in the classroom needs to be quiet so as not to ruin what you are trying to do.  Make sure you have the glass of water full for each volunteer.  Start giving the students the baby food.  You can give it in any order but I usually start with the first one or two being vegetables, then give fruit, back to vegetables, back to fruit.  When you feel you have experimented enough, quit and then ask the whole class why they think you did the experiment.  If they are not sure, ask the volunteers which ones they ate the vegetables or the fruit. Why the fruit, because it tasted good.

This is a very fun and funny activity, and they will remember what palatable means and that we need to mix feed that animals will eat.

