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Gertie Greenthumb is 16 years old and attends Rosebud High School in Rosebud, Iowa.  She is enrolled in agriculture education and is a new member of the Rosebud FFA Chapter (membership ID #: 555555).  She is active in many school activities including: volleyball, student council and band.  Over the next several years, she will be in FFA and is excited about getting involved in career development events and community service projects.

Gertie lives at home, with her parents, at 3232 Gladiolus Avenue, Rosebud, IA 55555.  Her telephone number is 555-555-555.  Gertie’s parents, Gilbert and Gilda, farm 600 acres of corn and soybeans.  Her parents are also starting a plot of Christmas trees.  They also finish about 500 head of market cattle per year.  Additionally, Gilda works part time at the Croton County Extension Office.

Gertie’s career interests are in the horticulture science and agronomy areas.  Gertie’s agricultural education instructor, Chris Anthemum, has helped her secure an SAE placement opportunity at a local greenhouse.  This will help Gertie continue to learn about career her career interests while she earns money for college.  Gertie will start her job at The Garden Gate, which is located at 1424 Main Street, Rosebud, Iowa 55555.  Her placement will begin on September 1, _____ and her first record book will cover a 16 month period ending on December 31st of the following year.  She will work two hours each day, after school, each weekday.  She will be under the direct supervision of Violet Sagebrush, owner of The Garden Gate.  Violet’s business telephone number is 555-555-5556.

Gertie’s beginning wage will be $5.15 per hour.  She will receive a $0.50 per hour raise after completing four months of employment.  She will be paid once per month.  Gertie must also give Violet a one-week notice if she needs time off.  Gertie has a used car that she will drive to work.  Sometimes she will drive her car to make home deliveries for The Garden Gate.  She estimates that 5% of the car’s miles will be from deliveries.

Gertie understands the importance of maintaining accurate records.  You have been selected to help her organize her SAE records.

Gertie Greenthumb’s Record Book Entries:

9/1
Beginning of the Year: 

Checkings and savings account balance: $990.41

Used car: Used Pontiac Grand Am (5% of $3500 value inventoried to her SAE; and 95% to non-SAE inventory).

Accounts Payable: Owes her parents $150 for the purchase of a car stereo.  Gertie agrees to repay them sometime in the next 9 months.

9/1
Writes two business agreements (1 internship and 1 agriscience.)

9/2 
Paid FFA Dues of $10.50 

9/2
Purchased 2 pair of green jeans (required for employment) for a total of $43.29.

9/2
Purchased two pair of gardening gloves for a total of $13.72

10/1
Received September paycheck: $206.00 (40 hours @ $5.15 per hour).

10/10
Received Greenhand Degree pin. (Hint: 3.Career.Plan file.)

10/25
Attended the district FFA Greenhand Fireup.

10/27
Purchased rebuilt car alternator for $83.46.

11/1
Received October paycheck: $206.00 (40 hours @ $5.15 per hour).

11/20
Gertie utilized the 3.Career.Plan file to identify potential college programs in horticulture and plant science.  (“X” all appropriate programs.)

12/1
Received November paycheck: $206.00 (40 hours @ $5.15 per hour).

12/10
Repaid car stereo loan of $150.00.

1/2
Received December paycheck: $206.00 (40 hours @ $5.15 per hour).

1/23
Purchased a new dress, for the Valentine’s Day dance, at Orchid’s Boutique.  Paid $124.25

1/24
Total paycheck withholdings for the previous calendar year totaled $173.04.


(Note: Wage withholdings should be classified as “personal” expenses.)

2/1
Received January paycheck:  $226.00 (40 hours @ $5.65 per hour).

2/22
Participated in the Chapter Program of Activities CDE.  Received a gold at subdistrict and advanced to district competition.

3/1
Received February paycheck: $282.50 (50 hours @ $5.65 per hour).

3/7
Received a gold at the district Chapter Program of Activities CDE.

4/1
Received March paycheck: $282.50 (50 hours @ $5.65 per hour).

4/12
Received 1st place in the state Chapter Program of Activities CDE.

5/1
Received April paycheck: $226.00 (40 hours @ $5.65 per hour)

6/1
Received May paycheck: $226.00 (40 hours @ $5.65 per hour)

6/12
Participated in the state FFA Floriculture CDE.  Received a silver rating.

6/15
Purchased a new pair of leather gloves as required by my employer: $8.95.

7/1
Received June paycheck: $395.50.00 (70 hours @ $5.65 per hour)

8/1
Received July paycheck: $395.50 (70 hours @ $5.65 per hour)

9/1
Received August paycheck: $310.75 (55 hours @ $5.65 per hour)

10/1
Received September paycheck: $236.00 (40 hours @ $5.90 per hour)

11/1
Received October paycheck: $236.00 (40 hours @ $5.90 per hour)

12/1
Received November paycheck: $236.00 (40 hours @ $5.90 per hour)

12/2
Gertie traded her used Pontiac Grand Am for a used Pontiac Grand Prix.  Gertie borrowed $3000 to make the trade.  Gertie borrowed $3000 from Green Valley State Bank for 36 months at 7 % interest.

12/7
Attended a seminar on floral design.  Invested 4 hours, but was not paid for the time.

12/15
Paid monthly car payment of $92.63.

12/23
Received December paycheck: $177.00 (30 hours @ $5.90 per hour)

12/28
Total paycheck withholdings for the previous calendar year totaled $678.14.

12/31
End of the Year



Checking and savings: $3546.78



Current Liabilities: $1,111.56 car payments due in the next 12 months.

Non-current Liabilities: $2,130.49 balance of car loan due after 12 months.  (Reminder: 5 % of her car is designated as SAE inventory; 95 % to non-SAE inventory.)

Used car: $6000.00 (5% SAE; 95 % non-SAE)

Special Thanks to -- SAE Curriculum Coordinator: Jim Lundberg, Charles City 

Writers: Michelle Dohlman, Rudd; Jason Carolan, State Center; Jim Green, Riceville; Jon Davis, Gilbert; Myron Friesen, Osage; Amber Wiebbecke, Rockwell; and Doug Dodd, Boone.
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Study Guide Key

1. What were Gertie’s gross earnings?

2. How many paid hours did Gertie work?

3. From beginning to ending, how much did Gertie’s SAE assets change?

4. Why did Gertie seek a job at the The Garden Gate rather than Rhino’s Pork Farm?

5. How may the skills she learns at The Garden Gate help her in the future?

6. Use the Agricultural Skills sheet in the 3.Career.Plan file to list 5 skills that Gertie may have learned through her placement SAE.

7. Based on Gertie’s career plans, list two FFA Career Development Events that may be of interest to her. (Hint: see the Annual Report worksheet in the 1.Dollars&Hours file.)

8. Through her placement project Gertie has learned many floriculture and horticulture skills.  List three examples of entrepreneurship projects that she may want to consider.

9. At the beginning of the record year, Gertie owed her parents $150 for purchasing a car stereo.  List two specific places that she should record this information.

10. Seed King Inc. has a greenhouse operation in a nearby town.  Gertie would like to work there, but they will not hire her because she is not 18 years old.  Gertie desperately wants to learn about their business.  List one SAE option that she might consider.

