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For Immediate Release

MUSCATINE FFA CHAPTER CLAIMS STATE CHAMPIONSHIP IN FLORICULTURE EVENT

The Muscatine FFA Chapter was named the Champion Team in the annual Iowa FFA Floriculture Career Development Event (CDE) held at Des Moines Area Community College in Ankeny on Thursday, June 17, 2004.  Members of the first place team included:  Devin Barclay, Adam Crews, Luke Martz, and Bob Begey.  Their Agricultural Education instructor is Mr. Dave Tometich and Mr. Dave Fowler.  The Wapello FFA Chapter was named the Reserve Champion Team.  Members of the second place team included:  Laura Hoeg, Megan Mairet, and Jeffery Walker.  Their Agricultural Education instructor is Mr. Irv Meier.  Laura Larson, from the Rockford FFA Chapter, was named the High Individual Overall in the competition.  Eighteen FFA teams including sixty-four members participated in this year’s Career Development Event designed to provide the student an opportunity to display their agricultural knowledge and skills in the area of Floriculture Science.  Activities included flower identification, a general knowledge exam, problem solving activities, floral practicums, and a cooperative team activity.

The American Floral Endowment, Ball Horticultural Company, Uniroyal Chemical Company, through the National FFA Foundation sponsored the Champion Team plaque.  The Society of Iowa Florists and Growers, through the Iowa FFA Foundation, sponsored a plaque for the Reserve Champion team.  Goode Greenhouses, Des Moines, through the Iowa FFA Foundation, sponsored rosettes to the top ten individuals, rosettes for the top ten teams and members of the top ten teams, and plaques to the top team and top individual in General Knowledge Examination, Problem Solving and Decision Making, and Identification of Plant Materials..  Hy-Vee, Inc., through the Iowa FFA Foundation, sponsored the Champion and Reserve Champion individual plaques and the Top Individual Plaques in the following event areas:  General Knowledge Examination, Problem Solving and Decision Making, and Identification of Plant Materials.  Hy-Vee, Inc. also sponsored the plant materials for the event.  Hy-Vee, Inc. and DeJong Greenhouses, Pella, through the Iowa FFA Foundation, sponsored a cash award for the Champion Team to travel to the National FFA Floriculture Career Development Event in Louisville, Kentucky. 
The Floriculture Career Development Event was coordinated and conducted b y Neal VanVeen and Tim Doud and other faculty and staff with the Agriculture Department at Des Moines Area Community College.

Top 10 Teams





Top 10 Individuals

  1.  Muscatine FFA, Muscatine



1.  Laura Larson, Rockford
  2.  Wapello FFA, Wapello



2.  Patricia Meyer, Denison
  3.  Denison FFA, Denison



3.  Brock Reiter, LaPorte City
  4.  Montezuma FFA, Montezuma



4.  Laura Hoeg, Wapello
  5.  Rockford FFA, Rockford



5.  Adam Crews, Muscatine
  6.  Maple Valley FFA, Mapleton



6.  Luke Martz, Muscatine
  7.  LaPorte-Dysart FFA, LaPorte City


7.  Megan Mairet, Wapello
  8.  Cascade FFA, Cascade



8.  Stacey Hoksbergen, Montezuma
  9.  Monticello FFA, Monticello



9.  Emily Hinrickson, Mapleton
10.  South O’Brien FFA, Paullina



10.  Allison Moriarity, Cascade
Specialty Areas – Top Team/Top Individual:

General Knowledge Examination

Team:
Montezuma FFA, Montezuma



Individual:
Laura Larson, Rockford

Problem Solving
Team:
LaPorte-Dysart FFA, LaPorte City



Individual:
Laura Larson, Rockford
Identification of Plant Material
Team:
Montezuma FFA, Montezuma



Individual:
Katie South, Mapleton
Practicums
Team:
LaPorte-Dysart FFA, LaPorte City



Individual:
Brock Reiter, LaPorte City
Team Activity
Team:
Montezuma FFA, Montezuma
Below is a list of chapter participating by medal group:
Gold Teams (6)
Silver Teams (7)
Score Range (998-927)
Score Range (936-738)
Muscatine FFA, Muscatine
LaPorte-Dysart FFA, LaPorte City
Wapello FFA, Wapello
Cascade FFA, Cascade
Denison FFA , Denison
Monticello FFA, Monticello
Montezuma FFA, Montezuma
South O’Brien FFA, Paullina
Rockford FFA, Rockford
Rockwell-Sheffield FFA, Rockwell
Maple Valley FFA, Mapleton
Pilot Creek FFA, Pocahontas


Maquoketa FFA, Maquoketa

Bronze Teams (3)
Participating Teams (2)
Score Range (595-506)
Score Range (351-282)
Williamsburg Hawkeye FFA, Williamsburg
Edgewood-Colesburg FFA, Edgewood
Rockwell City-Lytton FFA, Rockwell City
Linn-Mar FFA, Marion
Creston FFA, Creston

	The Iowa FFA Association has 234 local chapters with nearly 12,000 FFA members.  FFA is national organization of more than 470,000 members preparing for leadership and careers in science, business and technology of agriculture.  Local, state and national programs provide opportunities for students to apply knowledge and skills learned in the classroom.  FFA’s mission is to make a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural education.
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