	NRCS Earth Team FFA Recognition Program Application Form
Please return completed application by the designated March IAAE Board meeting.


The NRCS Earth Team FFA Recognition Program is designed to recognize FFA chapters, their members and advisor who are concerned about the future of our natural resources.

Guidelines and Criteria

1. Sign and submit the official NRCS Earth Team Application through the local NRCS District Conservationists.

2. Develops project through the local NRCS District Conservationists.  Could include assisting the NRCS with conservation field work activities.

3. Submit Annual Activity Report (March 31, 2008 to March 31, 2009).

4. The project must address soil and water conservation and other related resource needs in the community.

5. Winners will be selected based upon quality, innovativeness, community involvement and leadership, and the results of the project.

Awards

1. State Awards:

· To outstanding teacher – A jacket with the Earth Team Logo
· To outstanding FFA Chapter – a plaque & cap with the Earth Team Logo for up to 10 members

2. Sub-State Awards:

· To outstanding Teacher & Students in each of the six FFA Districts, a certificate & caps with the Earth Team Logo for up to 10 students.

3. Local Awards:
· Group award for teacher and students who have not received either a State or Sub-State Award where the group devoted time to a community soil and water conservation project. – “Earth Team Salutes” certificates.

4. All awards will be presented during the Fellowship Dinner at the Agricultural Education Summer Conference.

Examples of Soil and Water Conservation Activities

1. Arrange for and carry out field days or demonstrations on measuring crop residue or establishing some of the common conservation practices.

2. Conduct water quality awareness educational meetings using the groundwater flow model.

3. Interview farmers, take photos or prepare videos on successful conservation farming.

4. Assist with local FSA, water quality or sustainable agriculture surveys.

5. Conduct and or judge local district contests.

6. Develop a project with CRP participants to determine what is needed to retain the land in conservation cover beyond the 10 year rental period or demonstrate how to successfully manage CRP land.

7. Develop a project to demonstrate successful management of wetlands.

8. Arrange for and conduct a tour of the county featuring successful established conservation practices and land used, including FSA highly erodible land and wetland.

9. Establish a junior soil water conservation district board to assist the commissioners with their information and education program.

10. Manage a piece of land and use in educational events to demonstrate sustainable agricultural concepts.

11. Hold educational meeting to show users how to effectively use soils surveys and soil digitizing.

12. Train and involve students in laying our contours and measuring residue.

	NRCS Earth Team FFA Recognition Program

Annual Activity Report

Please return completed application by the designated March IAAE Board meeting.


FFA Chapter Name  ______________________________
Name of School:  _____________________________

FFA Chapter Advisor  _________________________________________________________________________


Name of School:  ______________________________________________________________________________

School Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________

City, State, and Postal Code:  ____________________________________________________________________

Phone Number:  ______________________________________________________________________________

E-mail Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________

Local Newspaper and Address:  _________________________________________________________________

List the FFA Committee:  _______________________________________________________________________

District Conservationist:  _______________________________
County: ________________________________


Phone Number:  ______________________________________
E-Mail Address:  ________________________

SWCD Commissioners:  ________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, and Postal Code:  ____________________________________________________________________

Title of Project:  _______________________________________________________________________________

Objectives of Project:

Results of Project:

Annual Activity Report – continued

	Activities to

Carry Out Project
	Hours
	Dollars

Contributed
	Number of

People Involved
	List Chapter

Community Groups

Or Individuals

	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	
	


Publicity of Activities:  Newspaper, radio, demonstrations, speeches, etc.

	Public Relations Method
	Number
	Date



	
	
	


Concurred by:  ____________________________________________________


                    Local NRCS District Conservationist

Mail to:  Iowa Association of Agricultural Educators, P.O. Box 5, Troy Mills, IA  52344

Fax to: 319-377-0486 (Attn: Barb Lemmer) or E-mail to: blemmer@linnmar.k12.ia.us

